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   The Newsletter for Marshall University                                August 31, 2016 
    
 
 
 
West Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals to conduct public 
session at Marshall; part of Constitution Week activities 
 
The West Virginia Supreme Court of 
Appeals returns to Marshall’s Huntington 
campus Tuesday, Sept. 20, to conduct a 
session during which it will hear three 
appeals. 
 
The public is invited to attend the session, 
which begins at 10 a.m. in the Joan C. 
Edwards Performing Arts Center, and a 
reception honoring the justices, which will 
follow in the lobby. 
 
The court’s appearance will be its seventh at Marshall in the past 12 years and is one of many 
events to be staged during Marshall’s annual Constitution Week celebration, which this year 
begins Friday, Sept. 2, and runs through Friday, Sept. 23. 
 
Chief Justice Menis E. Ketchum II is a former chairman and member of Marshall University’s 
board of governors. Other justices are Brent D. Benjamin, Robin Davis, Margaret L. Workman 
and Allen H. Loughry II. 
 
The docket for the Supreme Court’s visit can be found at http://www.courtswv.gov/supreme-
court/calendar/2016/dockets/sept-20-16ad.html. 
 
The three cases that will be heard are the following: 
 
State of West Virginia v. Ennis C. Payne II, No. 15-0289 – Petitioner appeals his jury 
conviction on the charges of felony murder and conspiracy to commit burglary. Petitioner 
contends that the trial court erred in refusing to suppress evidence that was illegally seized; in 
allowing petitioner to attend his trial in his prison attire and restraints; in refusing to change 
the venue of the trial; and cumulative error. 
 
WV Dept. of Transportation v. David King, Administrator, No. 15-0711 – Respondent’s 
mother was killed in an automobile accident with a licensed driver who had been diagnosed 
with epilepsy and had a history of seizures. Respondent sued Petitioner DMV because 
Petitioner DMV failed to refer the driver’s medical file to its Medical Advisory Board. 
Petitioner DMV appeals the denial of its motion for summary judgment in which it argued 
that referral to the Medical Advisory Board was a discretionary duty, and thus, it was entitled 
to qualified immunity. 
 
State of West Virginia v. Alvaro A. Vilela, No. 15-0581 – Petitioner appeals following a 
jury trial resulting in his conviction of kidnapping and attempted extortion. Petitioner was 
acquitted of felony assault during the commission of a felony, felony extortion, and fifteen 
misdemeanor counts of unlawful use of a credit card. Petitioner was sentenced to life in 
prison, with parole eligibility after ten years, to run consecutively with a one-year sentence for 
attempted extortion. 
 
“This is a unique opportunity for all Marshall students and faculty, as well as K-12 students and 
teachers, to witness the court in action as it hears and rules on these noteworthy appeals,” said 
Dr. Alan Gould, director of the university’s John Deaver Drinko Academy, which sponsors the 
Constitution Week activities. 
 
Constitution Week at Marshall is an annual observance to commemorate the adoption of the U.S. 
Constitution and to memorialize Chief Justice John Marshall, who is credited with helping define 
the Constitution and for whom the university is named. 
 
Gould said Constitution Week was started by the late U.S. Senator Robert C. Byrd to draw 
attention to the importance of the document upon which the country’s system of government is 
based. 
 
He added, “Included within federal legislation passed in 2004 was a provision requiring 
educational institutions that receive federal funds to set some time aside on or near the 
September 17 anniversary of the document’s signing to study the United States Constitution.” 
 
Highlighting the other events planned during Marshall’s observation of Constitution Week is the 
popular annual quoits tournament. Quoits, a ring-toss game similar to horseshoes, was John 
Marshall’s favorite sport. 
 
On Friday, Sept 2, faculty, staff and students are encouraged to stop by Buskirk Field between 9 
a.m. and 3 p.m. to sign up and practice for the annual Quoits Open Tournament, which will be 
played Sept. 6-9. Tournament participants will receive gifts, along with a chance to win bragging 
rights and a trophy, and the opportunity to advance to the President’s Invitational Quoits 
Tournament on Sept. 9 and the President’s Media Quoits Challenge on Sept. 23. For 
information, please contact the Drinko Academy at drinko@marshall.edu. 
 
At 11 a.m. on Friday, Sept. 23, just before the President’s Media Quoits Challenge begins, 
Marshall President Jerome A. Gilbert will cut the cake at the annual John Marshall Birthday 
Cake Ceremony on Buskirk Field. In addition to cake, kettle corn and punch will be served to 
the university community. 
 
Marshall alumnus Lt. Gen. Anthony Crutchfield, deputy commander of the U.S. Pacific 
Command, will be the guest speaker at the Robert C. Byrd Forum on Civic Responsibility. 
The forum, which is free and open to the public, will be held on Sept. 9 beginning at 2:30 p.m. in 
the Joan C. Edwards Playhouse. 
 
Here is a complete schedule of Constitution Week events: 
 
• Sept. 2: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Quoits sign-ups 
• Sept. 6–9: Quoits Open Tournament; times will vary depending on students’ schedules 
• Sept. 9: 2:30 p.m., Robert C. Byrd Forum on Civic Responsibility featuring guest lecturer 
Lt. Gen. Anthony Crutchfield, Joan C. Edwards Playhouse 
• Sept. 9: 4 p.m., President’s Invitational Quoits Tournament, Buskirk Field 
• Sept. 20: 10 a.m., West Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals, Joan C. Edwards Playhouse 
• Sept. 23: 11 a.m., John Marshall Birthday Cake Ceremony, Buskirk Field 
• Sept. 23: 11:30 a.m., President’s Media Quoits Challenge, Buskirk Field 
 
————- 
 
Photo: Seated from left in the Court chambers are, Justice Robin Jean Davis, Chief Justice Menis 
E. Ketchum, and Justice Brent D. Benjamin. Standing from left, Justice Margaret L. Workman 
and Justice Allen H. Loughry II. Photo credit: West Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals. 
 
 
 
 
 
Green Fridays, College Colors Day give Herd fans opportunity 
to show pride in team 
 
Marshall fans can show their support and pride for the 
Thundering Herd in many different ways, one of which is 
by wearing their green Marshall gear every Friday 
throughout the football season in celebration of Green 
Fridays and College Colors Day. 
 
Marshall will celebrate the 11th annual College Colors 
Day on Friday, Sept. 2. It is organized by the Collegiate 
Licensing Company (CLC), which coincides with “back to 
school” and the kickoff of intercollegiate athletics. By 
participating in College Colors Day, Marshall is 
continuing a tradition of encouraging members of the Marshall family to wear their Thundering 
Herd gear on this special day. Fans across the nation are encouraged to wear their college colors 
and support their favorite university. 
 
Marshall kicks off this season’s Green Fridays on Sept. 9 – the day before the Thundering Herd’s 
season-opening game at home against Morgan State. The game is scheduled for 6 p.m. at Joan C. 
Edwards Stadium. 
 
Leading up to game day, Marshall will celebrate the Week of Marco, in which the MU mascot 
will visit some local businesses each day during a 3-day period. Fans are encouraged to visit the 
retailers while Marco is there for the opportunity to win prizes, take advantage of special offers 
or snap a photo with Marco. 
 
Here is Marco’s schedule: 
 
• Wednesday, Sept. 7 – Hometown Sportswear, 3 to 5 p.m. 
• Thursday, Sept. 8 – Adams Hallmark, 6 to 8 p.m., at the Huntington Mall 
• Friday, Sept. 9 – Marshall University Bookstore, noon to 2 p.m. 
• Friday, Sept. 9 – Glenn’s Sporting Goods, 3 to 5 p.m. 
 
Employees of local businesses, schools and other organizations also may take part in a contest in 
which they wear their Marshall gear and have the opportunity to win prizes from the university. 
Organizations must register with Mallory Jarrell, Marshall University marketing and branding 
coordinator, to be eligible to win. Registration is available at www.marshall.edu/greenfridays. 
 
Organizations will be asked to submit a photo of participants showing their Herd spirit and are 
encouraged to share it via social media using #HerdGreenFriday. A winner will be chosen every 
Friday before a home football game throughout football season. 
 
For more information, contact Jarrell at 304-696-3490 or by e-mail at haye1@marshall.edu. 
 
 
 
 
 
Novelist Lev Grossman to appear at Marshall Sept. 9 
 
Lev Grossman, a novelist and media critic, will give the 
annual Da Vinci Lecture on the Huntington campus 
Friday, Sept. 9. The event will take place at 7 p.m. in 
Brad D. Smith Foundation Hall, home of the Erickson 
Alumni Center. 
 
Called by the New York Times “one of this country’s 
smartest and most reliable critics,” Grossman is both the 
book critic and the lead technology writer at Time 
magazine. During the more than 10 years he has been 
doing this, he has covered most of the cultural and 
technological changes that have occurred; he has also interviewed and written about some of the 
most famous agents of change, such as Mark Zuckerberg, Steve Jobs, Jonathan Franzen and John 
Green. Grossman’s work has also appeared in Wired and The Village Voice, among many 
others. 
 
Grossman is also a popular novelist, as author of the #1 bestselling Magicians trilogy. The novels 
have become the basis for a hit TV series on Syfy. 
 
The lecture is sponsored by Marshall’s Honors College and Office of the Provost, with support 
from the Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi. For further information, contact the Honors College 
by phone at 304-696-5421 or by e-mail to mccomas105@marshall.edu. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New Housing and Residence Life director named 
 
Mistie M. Bibbee, a native of Little Hocking, Ohio, has 
been named the new director of housing and residence life 
at Marshall, Senior Vice President for Operations and Chief 
of Staff Brandi Jacobs-Jones announced today. 
 
Bibbee replaces Dr. John Yaun, who resigned last year. 
 
Bibbee comes to Marshall from Western Carolina 
University in Cullowhee, North Carolina, where she has 
been director of residence life for the past three years. She 
previously worked at Georgia Southern University and at the University of North Carolina at 
Charlotte. 
“We are looking forward to Mistie joining the Marshall University family,” Jacobs-Jones said. 
“Her wealth of experience from these other universities will be a tremendous addition to our 
already strong Department of Housing and Residence Life.” 
 
“I am excited about joining Marshall University,” Bibbee said. “Everyone has been incredibly 
welcoming and have had great things to say about the housing and residence life team. The 
opportunity to work with such a strong team who members of the university community hold in 
high regard is very exciting. I also look forward to serving the students at Marshall and the 
impact that the Department of Housing and Residence Life will have on their time at the 
university.” 
 
At Western Carolina, Bibbee has been responsible for the oversight and direction of a 4,050-bed 
residence life program with approximately 13 full-time employees, seven graduate staff and 107 
student employees. Overall, she has more than 16 years of professional experience in university 
housing and residence life positions. 
 
“Over the years, I have worked closely with campus partners in assisting students in crisis and 
with emergency planning and response,” she said. “I have a commitment to having an open door, 
where faculty, staff and students can stop by my office. Also, I believe that we should be very 
committed to the experience we are providing students during their time with us.” 
 
Bibbee received her bachelor of arts degree in sociology/criminology from Ohio University in 
1997 and her master of public administration from Georgia Southern University in 2000. 
 
The housing and residence life staff at Marshall includes more than 55 regular staff members and 
100 student staff. 
 
Bibbee assumes her duties at Marshall Sept. 15. 
 
 
 
 
 
Huntington Music & Arts Festival Film Night set for tonight 
 
The Huntington Music & Arts Festival Film Night, organized by Department of English faculty 
member Ian Nolte, will take place from 7 to 10 p.m. on Wednesday, Aug. 31, at the Arts 
Resources Building, 900 8th Street, Huntington, West Virginia. This event is free and open to the 
public. 
 
The program will begin with films entered in the inaugural Huntington Music & Arts Festival 
72-Hour Film Challenge. Entrants include several Marshall students, and the challenge will be 
judged by Assistant Professor of English and Director of Marshall University’s Film Studies 
program Walter Squire. Several locally produced short films will follow, and the evening will 
conclude with a screening of the documentary West Virginia My Home. 
 
This event is sponsored by the Huntington Music & Arts Festival, Brainwrap Productions and 
Arts Resources for the Tri-State. 
 
For more information, contact Nolte at nolte3@marshall.edu. 
 
 
 
 
 
MUOnLine Design Center open house continues through Friday 
 
The MUOnLine Design Center 
has moved to Drinko Library and 
is inviting the university 
community to stop by and check 
out their new space and all they 
have to offer for e-course or 
course development. Faculty and 
staff are invited to visit the design 
center through Friday, Sept. 2. 
 
The new space is perfect for 
faculty development and 
collaboration said Dr. Monica 
García Brooks, associate vice 
president, libraries and online learning. 
 
“The center is now embedded within the library facility and collection with improved access to 
Drinko Library technology and IT service desk support staff and close proximity to librarians 
and writing center staff for curriculum support and collaboration,” Brooks said. 
 
The design center is a faculty-dedicated space that allows faculty to work one-one-one with 
instructional designers to design, develop and deploy e-courses. Blackboard is not just for online 
courses; every course at Marshall has a designated Blackboard section and can be used to 
supplement traditional courses. 
 
Services include: 
 
• Blackboard assistance with new course development, utilization of Blackboard tools, and using the 
system to meet course needs 
• Department, small group, or individual Blackboard Help sessions 
• Blackboard Collaborate training and support 
 
“We feel that our new location is a great addition to our renewed commitment to the university’s 
plan to increase full online degree programs and provide the best services for students to 
maintain and increase retention rates,” said Kristen Huff, instructional designer, libraries and 
online learning. 
 
“Our designers are available now to help you take full advantage of the services that Blackboard 
can provide to both you and your students, in your online and face-to-face classes,” Huff said. 
“Blackboard isn’t just for online courses—you can keep a full gradebook, take advantage of 
plagiarism detection tools, and even flip your classroom in order to free up class time for 
discussions or hands-on work.” 
 
 
 
 
 
Brazilian classical guitarist to offer performance and master 
class 
 
Classical guitarist Erisvaldo Borges will 
present a free recital and master class 
Thursday, Sept. 8, and Friday, Sept. 9, 
respectively, on the Huntington campus as a 
guest artist for Marshall’s School of Music. 
 
A Brazilian native, Borges will be on the 
Smith Recital Hall stage at 7:30 p.m. Sept. 8. 
Admission is free and the recital is open to 
the public. Borges will unofficially release 
his new book, “Northeastern Brazilian Music 
for Guitar,” the same day as his recital. 
 
Dr. Júlio Alves, associate professor of 
music, wrote the preface of the book, and 
said that while “Northeastern Brazilian Music for Guitar” won’t go to press until next week in 
Brazil, Borges will be performing pieces from the book and will donate at least one copy to 
Marshall’s library so students will be able to study his music. 
 
On Sept. 9, Borges will host a master class from 3 to 5 p.m. in the Jomie Jazz Center, room 210. 
The master class is free and open to all. 
 
Borges, an experienced recording artist, has performed in major cities in Brazil, as well as in 
Venezuela, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, El Salvador and Honduras. Some of his performances have 
been broadcast by radio and national TV stations. He has composed more than 400 pieces for 
guitar. He currently teaches classical guitar at the Federal Institute of Education, Science and 
Technology of Piauí in Brazil. 
 
Contact the School of Music at 304-696-3117 or visit www.marshall.edu/music for more 
information on this and other School of Music events. 
 
 
 
 
 
Marietta filmmaker to screen ‘Arcadia’ 
 
A free public screening of Arcadia, written and directed by 
Andy J. Hall, will take place from 8 to 10 p.m. Tuesday, 
Sept. 13, in Smith Hall 154. The event, which is free and 
open to the public, will be followed by a question-and-
answer session with Hall, a filmmaker and graphic designer 
from Marietta, Ohio. 
 
Filmed with a budget of $11,500, the award-winning 2016 
feature-length film Arcadia “is a hero’s surreal journey 
down the rabbit hole,” according to Hall, that “raises 
questions about sense of home, artistic fulfilment, 
belonging and dreams.” The film tells the story of Jared, a 
journalist who enters a world of shady characters, lost 
customs and soulful performers that wrest him from the stupor of his life, forcing him to confront 
the meaning of being a human. Arcadia pulls together unique performers, musicians, and visual 
artists to bring to life a lost way of living in this art-house film riddled with poetry, philosophy, 
and mysterious figures. 
 
The event is sponsored by the Department of English, the Honors College, University Libraries, 
and the Film Studies program. For more information, contact Walter Squire at 
squirew@marshall.edu. 
 
—————- 
 
Click on above graphic to view entire poster. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Watters named Practice Manager of the Year for West Virginia 
 
Judy Watters, a department administrator with Marshall Health, has 
received the 2016 Practice Manager of the Year award from the 
West Virginia State Medical Association (WVSMA). 
Watters has served as the department administrator for 
Marshall Family Medicine for 40 years. In that role, she 
manages a department and coordinates schedules for 28 
faculty, 24 resident physicians, six supervisors and 65 staff at 
six satellite locations. She is also active in many professional 
organizations, including Medical Group Management 
Association, Huntington Junior College Medical Assistant 
Advisory Board and AAFP Sports Medicine Conference Planning Committee, and she 
volunteers at her church. She and her husband, Keith, live in Huntington and have two daughters 
and four grandsons. 
 
Watters was nominated for the award by John Walden, M.D., professor and retired chair of the 
department of family and community health at the Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School 
of Medicine. She leads with ease and grace, and her reputation of professionalism and leadership 
is legendary, he said. 
 
“It is the rare person who has the natural ability to bring out the best in others and this is where 
Judy excels,” Walden said. 
 
In addition to her extremely professional ability to manage the practice, Walden praised Watters 
for her unwavering advocacy for patients, stating that in the many years he worked with her, she 
always placed patient well-being and appropriate interaction between staff and patients above all 
else. 
 
WVSMA initiated the Practice Manager of the Year award in 2013 to recognize practice 
managers as a very critical part of the medical practice. The award was presented to Watters 
Friday during WVSMA’s annual conference at The Greenbrier. 
 
————- 
 
Marshall Health is the academic medical team of the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Origamy presentation to take place Sept. 19 
 
Meg Homma, the Japan outreach initiative coordinator in West 
Virginia, will be coming to the library on the South Charleston 
campus Monday, September 19 from noon to 1:30 p.m. to discuss 
the history of the Japanese art form Origami and the history 
and story of the famous origami crane. After her presentation, participants will have the opportunity to 
make their own origami piece(s). 
All are welcome to join, according to Kat Phillips, librarian in South Charleston.   Light 
refreshments will be provided, but everyone is encouraged to bring their lunches to enjoy during 
the presentation. 
 
———— 
 
Click to view flyer for the event. 
 
 
 
 
 
New faculty join the Herd 
 
The Center for Teaching and 
Learning and Academic 
Affairs welcomed 37 new 
faculty members to the 
Marshall University 
community Monday, Aug. 15. 
 
The New Faculty Orientation 
program consisted of 
informational and training 
sessions throughout the day, 
beginning with a Welcome 
Breakfast. The faculty were 
welcomed by President Gilbert 
and representatives from 
Academic Affairs, Faculty 
Senate, the student body and 
several members of recent 
cohorts of new faculty. As part of their orientation program, the faculty also attended the iPed 
Fall Teaching Conference on Tuesday, Aug. 16, 2016. 
 
A condensed version of New Faculty Orientation is also offered in January for new faculty 
beginning in the spring semester and for those who were not able to attend the fall program. 
 
 
 
 
 
School of Medicine hosts 2016 Research Retreat 
 
 More than 65 researchers, including faculty, staff and students from 
several different disciplines, attended the 3rd Annual Marshall University 
Health Sciences Research Retreat today on the Huntington campus. 
 
The morning session featured an overview of the university’s research 
enterprise, including reports from the school of medicine, school of 
pharmacy, graduate education and the university’s biomedical engineering program, among 
others. 
 
Afternoon activities included a greeting from President Gilbert and a presentation by F. Heath 
Damron, Ph.D., a Marshall alumnus who is an assistant professor in the department of 
microbiology, immunology and cell biology at West Virginia University, as well as a report from 
Zijian Xie, Ph.D., director of the Marshall Institute for Interdisciplinary Research (MIIR.) 
 
————- 
 
Photos: (Above) Marshall University President Jerome “Jerry” Gilbert 
visits with students during a poster session at the 2016 Marshall 
University Health Sciences Research Retreat at the Brad D. Smith 
Foundation Hall on the Huntington campus. The annual event brings 
together health science researchers from across the university. (Below) 
Attendees listen as Uma Sundaram, M.D., vice dean for research at the 
Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine, opens the afternoon session of the 
2016 Marshall University Research Retreat at the Brad D. Smith Foundation Hall on the 
Huntington campus. 
 
 
 
 
 
Faculty/Staff Achievement: Dr. Michael Prewitt 
 
Dr. Michael Prewitt, dean of the College of Health Professions, represented Marshall’s chapter 
of The Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi at the 44th Biennial Convention held July 28-30 in 
Atlanta, Georgia. 
 
Prewitt currently serves as president of the Marshall chapter and attended the convention as the 
chapter’s voting delegate. 
 
The convention brought together more than 300 attendees including chapter officers, board 
members, Headquarters staff and guests from across the nation. The two-day event featured a 
keynote address from Buck Goldstein, co-author of Engines of Innovation: The Entrepreneurial 
University in the 21st Century, and a plenary address from renowned leadership specialist Lou 
Heckler.  
 
Founded in 1897 at the University of Maine, Phi Kappa Phi is the nation’s oldest and most 
selective collegiate honor society for all academic disciplines. It has chapters on more than 300 
select colleges and universities in North America and the Philippines. 
 
 
 
 
 
Faculty/Staff Achievement: Dr. Jennifer McFarland-Whisman 
 
Dr. Jennifer McFarland-Whisman, assistant professor of special education, and Dr. Barbara 
Becker-Cottrill, retired executive director of the the West Virginia Autism Training Center, have 
published a book titled Autism Spectrum Disorders: A Primer for Educators. 
 
The book is available through the bookstore or the center, and proceeds from the book go toward 
supporting programs at the center. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed Sept. 7, 2016. Please send items for 
consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Friday, Sept 2. 
 
 
 
 
To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link: 
http://www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/august-31-2016. 
 
 
